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It certainly left the commander of the 6th Corps
downcast. He wrote Berthier a letter full of excuses for
his sudden disposition and protests of loyalty to the
Emperor; on top of which a further change in the climate
gave him no choice but to rescind the fateful orders
without any more attempts at justification. A gripping
frost had laid hold of the roads and made them passable,
so that the Russians were pushing on to Heilsberg. This
threatened to isolate Colbert, who was in Bartenstein,
and the 6th Corps made a general -withdrawal which
extended through Hohenstein and came to a halt at
Gilgenburg on the 2 9th.
Ney -was thus carried beyond reach of the Russian
advance, which aimed at Mohrungen where Bernadotte
was standing. The original French plan was to strike
on the left rear of the enemy, but Bennigsen got wind
of this and dropped back to a line on the Passarge. His
westward drive was obviously at a standstill, and Ney
moved up to Hohenstein again on the ist of February.
Three days later he fell in with a Russian rear-guard,
which covered the massing of Bennigsen's troops at
Eylau where they stood to encounter the first shock of
the Grand Army.
But before joining the Emperor Ney was hurried to
intercept a Prussian force on the left bank of the Passarge.
He crossed at Depp en, came up with the tail of his quarry
at Waltersdorf, cleared Wormditt on the 6th and Lands-
berg on the day following. The night of the yth closed
down with a blinding snowstorm as De Fezensac again
turned his mount in the direction of head-quarters, this
time at Eylau, with news of the Prussian rout and to
bring back orders for Ney. It was terrible going for the
aide-de-camp, over icy roads that six times threw horse
and rider. But he got to the Emperor, tethered his horse
at a near-by cart, and dropped asleep in the open.
At dawn he received instructions for the 6th Corps.
Ney was to give up folio-wing the Prussians, and execute
a right swing that would carry him as left flank of the
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